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MARCH 27, 2026

Dear Colleagues — As we close

the books on another successful
year of Indiana University School of
Medicine's Scholarly Concentrations
Program, I'm reminded of why we
launched this initiative six years

ago: to provide our students with
meaningful opportunities to dive
deeper into their passions while

building the expertise, scholarly skills,

and professional identities that will
serve them throughout their careers.

These opportunities have become
increasingly important for today's
medical students. With USMLE
Step 1 now reported as pass/fail,
students are seeking substantive
ways to distinguish themselves in
the residency application process—
through sustained scholarly
engagement, mentorship, and the
ability to demonstrate intellectual
curiosity, initiative, and impact. The
Scholarly Concentrations Program
meets this need directly, offering
structured, mentored research and
scholarship across a wide range

of disciplines within our statewide
system.

The program continues to thrive. This
year, 110 students from the Class

of 2026—our largest cohort yet—
reached the finish line, joining the
316 graduates who have completed
concentrations since our inaugural
graduating class in 2021. Across

our 16 concentrations, we continue
to see steady participation, with

roughly one-third of students opting
into this challenging but rewarding
experience. Most telling, 95% of this
year's graduates would recommend
the program to first-year medical
students—a testament not only to

its academic value, but also to the
additional mentorship, professional
development, and sense of purpose
students gain along the way.

What strikes me most is how the
Scholarly Concentrations Program
reflects the distinct character and
strength of our statewide system.
Across our nine campuses, students
are engaging in scholarly work that
leverages local expertise, community
partnerships, and institutional
strengths. For our regional campuses
in particular, the program has
become an invaluable recruitment
and retention tool—allowing students
to pursue high-quality research and
scholarship close to home while
vigorously preparing for residency.

None of this happens without
remarkable collaboration.
Approximately 235 faculty, staff, and
community members generously give
their time and expertise to lead and
mentor our students. While most are
from IU School of Medicine, we are
fortunate to partner with colleagues
from the Richard M. Fairbanks School
of Public Health, the Kelley School of
Business, the School of Liberal Arts at
IU Indianapolis, the Kinsey Institute,
Purdue University's Weldon School of

Biomedical Engineering, the University
of Notre Dame, and numerous

health systems and community
organizations across the state. Their
commitment is foundational to the
program’'s success.

| want to especially recognize

Deb Birnbaum, MBA, our program
director, and Michelle Marie Polanco,
BA, our program coordinator, whose
leadership and dedication keep the
program running smoothly. My thanks
also extend to Registrar Amanda
Ybarra, Anthony Masseria, MS Ed,
senior evaluation specialist, and our
Health Technology Systems partners,
Scott Hemmerlein and Dave O'Korn,
whose behind-the-scenes work is
essential.

This report highlights the achievements
of our Class of 2026 graduates and
the innovative scholarly work taking
place across all concentrations. As
you read through it, | hope you'll share
my excitement about what these
students are accomplishing—and

my appreciation for everyone who
supports their success.

Sincerely,

oy e

G
Bradley L. Allen, MD, PhD

Executive Associate Dean,
Educational Affairs
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Scholarly Concentrations Program Overview
Graduate Spotlights

Graduate Products Published or Accepted
The Scholarly Concentrations
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LOCATIONS AND ENROLLMENT

Enrollment as of December 31, 2025 — Concentration partner information in parentheses

B Bloomington

Human Sexuality and Health
(Kinsey Institute)
Enrollment: 10

Medical Education
Enrollment: 19

M Evansville

Quality and Innovation in Health
Care (Local health care systems)
Enrollment: 13

B Fort Wayne

Health Care Integration and
Healthy Aging

(Regional health care systems)
Enrollment: 13

Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention

(Ball State University Clinical
Exercise Physiology Program)
Enrollment: 26

Northwest-Gary
Urban Medicine and
Health Care Disparities
(Community partners)
Enrollment: 75

M South Bend

Ethics, Equity and Justice
(University of Notre Dame)
Enrollment: 27

B Terre Haute

Rural Health
(Rural health systems)
Enrollment: 26

B West Lafayette

Biomedical Engineering and
Applied Medical Technology
(Weldon School of Biomedical
Engineering, Purdue University)
Enrollment: 45

Scholarly Concentration:

Care of Hispanic/Latino Patients

(Community partners)
Enrollment: 18

B Indianapolis

Biomedical Research
Enrollment: 25

Genetics in Medicine
Enroliment: 28

Medical Humanities

(Medical Humanities and Health
Studies, School of Liberal Arts,
|U-Indianapolis)

Enroliment: 14

B Statewide

Based in Indianapolis but
available from any campus

Business of Medicine
(IU Kelley School of Business)
Enrollment: 53

Public Health

(Richard M. Fairbanks School
of Public Health)
Enrollment: 63

Religion and Spirituality in
Medicine
Enrollment: 14

WEST
LAFAYETTE

INDIANAPOLIS

BLOOMINGTON

EVANSVILLE

TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 469

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 1
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Alongitudinal, co-curricular
program that strengthens
engagement, scholarship, and
residency readiness across Indiana
University School of Medicine’s

statewide system.

What Is the Scholarly
Concentrations Program?

The Scholarly Concentrations
Program is an optional, co-curricular
experience that complements the
core medical school curriculum while
allowing students to pursue research
interests aligned with their passions
and career goals. Through structured
coursework, mentored projects, and a
final scholarly product, students
engage deeply ininquiry that
matters—to their communities, their
future patients, and their professional

development.

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Program Structure at a Glance

Foundational & topic-specific
coursework

©

Mentored scholarly project

©

Scholarly product
(manuscript & IU School of Medicine
Education Day poster)

Transcript designation

8 weeks of non-clinical
elective credit

Program Goals

= [ncrease student engagement at
statewide campuses

= Provide interdisciplinary focus that
complements and enhances core
curriculum

= Provide longitudinal educational
experience

= Support student scholarship

= Provide additional credential to
residency applications

Statewide Reach, Diverse Pathways

Students across IU School of
Medicine's nine campuses participate
in 16 scholarly concentrations, from
Biomedical Research and Public
Health to Quality and Innovation in
Health Care, Rural Health, and
Religion and Spirituality in Medicine.
Some are location-based; others
statewide.




Student Participation &
Representation

Students from every IU School of
Medicine campus are represented
across scholarly concentrations

%

AT REGIONAL CAMPUSES

Of the students participating
in a regional campus
concentration,

%

are in their original regional
campus concentration.

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS PROGRAM OVERVIEW

Program Satisfaction: A Clear Upward Trend

100

80

60

40

% Satisfaction

20

Class of  Class of
2022 2023

Classof Classof Class of
2024 2025 2026

Graduating Participants

Strengthening Residency
Readiness & Professional Identity

As residency selection becomes
increasingly competitive, students
seek opportunities that distinguish
them beyond exam scores. Scholarly
Concentration graduates consistently
report that the program strengthens
their CVs, enriches residency
interviews, and enhances long-term
career preparation.

= 97% agree program strengthened
residency competitiveness

= 85% say program was useful for
residency and future career goals

= 77% report increased interest in
future scholarly activity

Student Wellness & Sense of
Accomplishment

Participation in the program is more
often described as a source of
accomplishment and pride—not
added stress.

Scholarly Concentrations deliver

measurable impact—on engagement,

scholarship, and student success—
across IU School of Medicine and the
state of Indiana.

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 3
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Congratulations! The following students in the IU School of Medicine Class of 2026 completed all their Scholarly Concentrations Program
requirements and earned a Scholarly Concentrations designation.

Matthew Cochran*

Campus: West Lafayette

Project: Adaptation and Training Effects from
a Passive, Wearable Resistance Device During
Exercise

Mentor: Deva Chan, PhD, and

Laura Blumenschein, PhD

Residency: Pathology-Anatomic and Clinical,
Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical
Education-Minnesota

Sri Charan Kanthala*

Campus: West Lafayette

Project: Prophylactic Posterior Targeted
Muscle Reinnervation (TMR) Approach in
Below Knee (BKA) Amputation Settings
Mentor: Brian Christie, MD, MPH, and
Joshua Adkinson, MD

| thoroughly enjoyed my participation in the Biomedical
Engineering scholarly concentration through medical school. It
pushed me to pursue scholarly research early in my education,
which set me up for success when applying for residency!

Stasianne Mallin, Scholarly Concentration in Biomedical Engineering and
Applied Medical Technology, West Lafayette, Class of 2026

*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted

Alexa Jauregui*
Campus: West Lafayette

Project: Regional 4D Cardiac Magnetic
Resonance Strain Predicts Cardiomyopathy
Progression in Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy

Mentor: Craig J. Goergen, PhD

Residency: Obstetrics and Gynecology,
Florida State University College of Medicine

Stasianne Mallin

Campus: West Lafayette

Project: Congenital Abnormalities of the
Kidneys and Urinary Tract

Mentor: Megan B. Marine, MD

Residency: Surgery-General,

University of Tennessee College of Medicine

4



Karthik Ravichandran

Campus: West Lafayette

Project: Constructing machine learning models
with interpretable cellular and tissue level
features for prognosing early-stage cutaneous
melanoma from primary tumor whole slide

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Megan Sullivan
Campus: West Lafayette

Project: Objective Assessment and Scoring
of Parkinsonian Tremors using Wrist Sensor
Technology

Mentor: Anne B. Sereno, PhD

images
Mentor: Ahmed Alomari, MD

Residency: Transitional Year,
Parkview Health

Residency: Transitional Year,
Prime Midwest GME Consortium

Amanda Thayer

Campus: West Lafayette Having this unique research experience has broadened my
Project: Analysis of Murine gait throughout understanding surrounding interprofessional collaboration, as
skeletal maturation well as the work that goes into medical device development.
Mentor: Deva Chan, PhD, and | have a greater appreciation for the devices | see used in the
Cameron X Villarreal .. . . - .
clinical setting, as well as the patients willing to engage in

Residency: Surgery-General,
Y sery research for the advancement of science and the ability to

McLaren Health Care Corporation

help others in the future.

Megan Sullivan, Scholarly Concentration in Biomedical Engineering and Applied
Medical Technology, West Lafayette, Class of 2026

My Scholarly Concentration and regional campus experience
(IUSM-West Lafayette) gave me the unique opportunity to
explore Biomedical Engineering and Applied Medical
Technology, something | never imagined possible. My group
fostered collaboration and teamwork, which are foundational
to my future clinical practice and long-term goals.

Albert Zhang
Campus: West Lafayette
Project: Integrating Computational Analysis of

Swallowing Mechanics (CASM) into a Pilot
Pre-Post Swallowing Treatment Study
Mentor: Georgia Malandraki, PhD

Alexa Jauregui, Scholarly Concentration in Biomedical Engineering and
Applied Medical Technology, West Lafayette, Class of 2026
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Christopher Basinski*

Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Quantifying the Timing of Gyral and
Sulcal Formation Relative to Growth in the
Ferret Cerebral Cortex

Mentor: Kara E. Garcia, PhD

Residency: Neurology,
University of Toledo

John Hajj*

Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Impact of Epigenetics, Diet, and
Nutrition-Related Pathologies on Wound
Healing

Mentor: Kanhaiya Singh, PhD

Residency: Plastic Surgery (Integrated),
University of Louisville School of Medicine

Janak Mukherji

Campus: Bloomington

Project: Uncovering Early Markers of Malignant
Transformation in NF1-associated Peripheral
Nerve Sheath Tumors: An Integrated Analysis
of Immune Microenvironment and Radiologic
Features

Mentor: Steven D. Rhodes, MD, PhD

Residency: Internal Medicine/Pediatrics,
University of California San Diego Medical Center

Larry Chen
Campus: Indianapolis

Marie Karam*

Campus: South Bend

Project: Quantifying the Timing of Gyral and
Sulcal Formation Relative to Growth in the
Ferret Cerebral Cortex

Mentor: Catherine R Sears, MD

Residency: Internal Medicine,
Johns Hopkins Hospital

Alex Nelson
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Direct Comparison of Subjective
and Objective Cognitive Load Metrics during
Surgical Tasks

Mentor: Nicholas E. Anton, MS

Residency: Anesthesiology,
University of Louisville School of Medicine

*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted
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Sunjay Anekal
Campus: Bloomington

Project: Vibrant Therapeutics Inc: A Case
Study in Effective Pharmaceutical Startup
Management and Growth

Mentor: Stacey Halum, MD
Residency: Surgery-Preliminary,
Penn State Hershey Medical Center

Christopher Garcia
Campus: Fort Wayne

Tejas Kandharkar

Campus: Evansville

Project: Exploring the Cost-Effectiveness and
Economic Impact of the Mobile Stroke Unit
Model

Mentor: Jason S. Mackey, MD

Residency: Neurology,

Barrow Neurological Institute at SUHMC

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Keyshla Chacon Nieves
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: A Mixed-Methods Study Assessing
Experienced Basic Needs Insecurity in Medical
Students

Mentor: Niki Messmore, MSEd

Residency: Family Medicine,
Deaconess Hospital

Tyler Given
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Evaluating RSI Strategies in Preventing
Desaturations and Adverse Events in Emergent
Pediatric Intubations

Mentor: Benjamin Nti, MD

Residency: Anesthesiology,
Indiana University School of Medicine

My scholarly concentration product was useful as a talking point
during residency interviews and helped me to better
understand how a departmental quality improvement project
should be accomplished to guide best practices.

Tyler Given, Scholarly Concentration in Business of Medicine,
Indianapolis, Class of 2026

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 7
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Manav Patel
Campus: Muncie

Project: The Impact of Private Equity
Acquisition of U.S. Hospitals on Patient
Outcomes: A Systematic Review

Mentor: Kyle Anderson, PhD, MBA

Residency: Surgery-General,
Emory University School of Medicine

Mychael Spencer*
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Enhancing Continuity of Care:

The Impact of Patient Navigation on Health
Insurance Enrollment at an Urban Safety
Net Provider

Mentor: Javier Sevilla, MD

Residency: Transitional Year,
Indiana University School of Medicine

William Wilson

Campus: Terre Haute

Project: Student-Run Free Clinic Generates
Novel Care Value Estimator

Mentor: Kyle Anderson, PhD

Residency: Internal Medicine,
Indiana University School of Medicine

Radha Patel*
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Enhancing Continuity of Care:

The Impact of Patient Navigation on Health
Insurance Enrollment at an Urban Safety
Net Provider

Mentor: Javier Sevilla, MD

Residency: Internal Medicine,
Johns Hopkins Hospital

Nikola Vuckovic
Campus: South Bend

Project: The Impact of Private Equity
Acquisition of U.S. Hospitals on Patient
Outcomes: A Systematic Review

Mentor: Cristiane M. Ueno MD, MBA, and
Kyle Anderson, PhD

Residency: Anesthesiology,
Indiana University School of Medicine

Carson Wyatt

Campus: Evansville

Project: Exploring the Cost-Effectiveness
and Economic Impact of the Mobile Stroke
Unit Model

Mentor: Jason S. Mackey, MD

Residency: Transitional Year,

Abrazo Health Network

*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted

8




Molly Beatty
Campus: West Lafayette

Hugo Rodriguez

Campus: West Lafayette

Project: Connecting Families to Futures:
Reflections on a Bilingual, Community-Based
Career Pathways Innovation

Mentor: Matthew Tews, DO

Residency: Psychiatry,

University of Miami/Jackson Health System

%

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Sydney Hornberger*
Campus: West Lafayette

Project: Review of the Knowledge, Barriers, and
Facilitators of HPV Vaccination among Latino
Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers in the
United States

Mentor: Niki Messmore, MSEd

Residency: Family Medicine,
OhioHealth-Grant Medical Center

of regional campus students report the
program affected their decision to remain
at their home campus for clinical training,
up from 25% in 2023.

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 9
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Christopher Abrinko

Campus: South Bend

Project: Psychosocial Barriers to Equitable
Food Access: The Nature and Potential
Consequences of Perceptual Misalignment
Between Food Pantry Staff and Clients
Mentor: Rev. Joseph J. Kotva, PhD
Residency: Transitional Year,

Santa Clara Valley Medical Center

John Bales*

Campus: South Bend

Project: Client and Pantry Factors Influencing
Transportation-Related Barriers Among Users
of Food Pantries: A Cross-Sectional Analysis
Mentor: David S. Lassen, PhD, and Rev.
Joseph J. Kotva, PhD

Residency: Emergency Medicine,

Indiana University School of Medicine

Jonathan Harris*

Campus: South Bend

Project: Client and Pantry Factors Influencing
Transportation-Related Barriers Among Users
of Food Pantries: A Cross-Sectional Analysis
Mentor: David S. Lassen, PhD, and

Rev. Joseph J. Kotva, PhD

Residency: Psychiatry,

Western Michigan University Stryker School
of Medicine

Madeline Andrews
Campus: South Bend

Project: Psychosocial Barriers to Equitable
Food Access: The Nature and Potential
Consequences of Perceptual Misalignment
Between Food Pantry Staff and Clients

Mentor: Rev. Joseph J. Kotva, PhD

Residency: Pediatrics,
Indiana University School of Medicine

Claire Harper*
Campus: South Bend

Project: Client and Pantry Factors Influencing
Transportation- Related Barriers Among Users
of Food Pantries: A Cross-Sectional Analysis

Mentor: Rev. Joseph J. Kotva, PhD

Residency: Pediatrics,
University of Washington Affiliate Hospitals

The Scholarly Concentration fostered my interest in ethics and
equipped me with the skills and resources to translate this
interest into a product with real-world impact. The Scholarly
Concentration allowed me to better understand my local
community and the structural factors which influence
community members’ health.

Jonathan Harris, Scholarly Concentration in Ethics, Equity and Justice,
South Bend, Class of 2026

*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted
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Morgan Lain

Campus: South Bend

Project: Client and Pantry Factors Influencing
Transportation-Related Barriers Among Users
of Food Pantries: A Cross-Sectional Analysis
Mentor: Rev. Joseph J. Kotva, PhD
Residency: Family Medicine,

Memorial Hospital

Jackson Stone*
Campus: South Bend

Project: Client and Pantry Factors Influencing
Transportation-Related Barriers Among Users
of Food Pantries: A Cross-Sectional Analysis
Mentor: David Lassen, PhD

Residency: Surgery-General,
Indiana University School of Medicine

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Joshua Scott
Campus: South Bend

|U School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 11
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Joseph Cooper*

Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Knowledge, attitudes, and perceptions
of pharmacogenomics among low-income
residents of central Indiana

Mentor: Vinaya Murthy, MPH

Residency: Internal Medicine,

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical
Education-Minnesota

Kimberly Felipe*
Campus: Fort Wayne

Grant Hammons
Campus: West Lafayette

Project: The Role of SHROOM3 in Congenital
Heart Disease

Mentor: Matthew Durbin, MD

Matthew Gregory*
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Pathogenic Deep Intronic Variant
in CNGB3 Identified From Whole-Genome
Sequencing in an Unsolved Case of Patient
Affected With Achromatopsia

Mentor: Erin Conboy, MD

Residency: Internal Medicine,

Mayo Clinic School of Graduate Medical
Education-Arizona

Mirindi Kabangu
Campus: Indianapolis

Evelyn Stepaniak
Campus: Terre Haute
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Gabrielle Lutz
Campus: Fort Wayne

Allison Nelson*
Campus: Fort Wayne

Project: Protective Effects of PAI-1
Haploinsufficiency on Age-Related Vascular
Aging in the Old Order Amish

Mentor: Douglas Vaughan MD

Residency: Internal Medicine,

University of Florida College of Medicine-
Shands Hospital
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The exposure to these topics not only deepened my understanding
of practicing medicine within a unique community but did so in
the context of aging populations. This experience guided me
toward my specialty choice and my future career aspirations
of becoming a geriatrician.
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Allison Nelson, Scholarly Concentration in Health Care Integration and Healthy Aging,
Fort Wayne, Class of 2026
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS
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Ugonna Adindu
Campus: Muncie

Project: The Impact of Formal Training
and Social Determinants on Hypertension
Knowledge and Healthcare Access in
Delaware County, Indiana

Mentor: Larry Fromm, PhD

Residency: Anesthesiology,
Tulane University School of Medicine

jhit

T
- b, “

Darian Ghaffari
Campus: Muncie

Project: Barriers to Medication-Assisted
Treatment and Sustained Recovery Among
Justice-Involved Individuals in a Correctional
Recovery Program

Mentor: Lynn Witty, MD

Residency: Transitional Year,
Indiana University School of Medicine

Riley Gill
Campus: Muncie

Mia Trueblood
Campus: Muncie

Project: Vaping Behaviors, Student
Perspectives, and Prevention Needs ina U.S.
University Population

Mentor: Larry Fromm, PhD, and Lynn Witty, MD

Residency: Transitional Year,
Indiana University School of Medicine
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Emma Mazurek*
Campus: Bloomington

Project: Crash Course Sex Ed: Understanding
Abortion, Episode 10

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Adaobi Okolocha
Campus: Bloomington

Project: Underlying Reasons for Abortion
Support or Opposition Among Young Women:

A Qualitative Analysis

Mentor: Jennifer Barber PhD

Residency: Psychiatry,

Case Western Reserve/University Hospital
Cleveland Medical Center

Mentor: Jessica Hille, JD, PhD

Molly Ruggles
Campus: Bloomington

Project: Underlying Reasons for Abortion
Support or Opposition Among Young Women:
A Qualitative Analysis

Mentor: Jennifer Barber PhD

Residency: Obstetrics and Gynecology,

Brown University/Women & Infants Hospital
of Rhode Island

Camryn Zuch
Campus: Bloomington
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0%  of this year’s
participants feel
engaged with their

campus
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Elsie Gasaway

Campus: Bloomington

Project: Evaluating Feedback: Student
Perceptions of Two Post-Exam Review Methods
in Preclinical Medical School Curriculum
Mentor: Valerie O'Laughlin, PhD

Residency: Neurology,

Indiana University School of Medicine

Adrian Morales*

Campus: Bloomington

Project: Residents, Interrupted: A Blinded,
Prospective Observational Study of Emergency
Medicine Resident Workflow

Mentor: Katie Pettit, MD

Residency: Emergency Medicine,

Indiana University School of Medicine

*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted

Elizabeth Kerns
Campus: Bloomington

David Randall
Campus: Bloomington

16



Caroline Bice
Campus: Indianapolis

Ana Danner*
Campus: Fort Wayne

Project: Breaking the Silence: A Mixed Methods
Analysis Unveiling Barriers to Mental Health
Service Use in Breast Cancer Survivors with
Clinically Significant Distress

Mentor: Shelley Johns, PsyD

Residency: Neurology,
UPMC Medical Education-Pennsylvania

Ananya Tadikonda
Campus: Indianapolis

Micah Williams
Campus: Indianapolis

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Elias Chahoud
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Human Enhancement and Physician
Obligation in Pellegrino’s Internal Morality of
Medicine

Mentor: Jason Eberl, PhD

Residency: Internal Medicine,
University of Alabama Hospital-Birmingham

Jesus Olivera
Campus: Indianapolis

Margaret Tharp
Campus: Indianapolis

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 17
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Ashley Alvarado*
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Co-creating and mapping an
exclusive breastfeeding framework among
Latino populations: An integrated framework
adaptation process and scoping review

Mentor: Armando Pena, PhD

Residency: Pediatrics,
Cincinnati Childrens Hospital Medical Center

Jinan Ayub
Campus: West Lafayette

Luke Brennan*
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Completion of Social Drivers of Health
Screenings in Pediatric Practices Participating
in a Quality Improvement Initiative

Mentor: Sarah Stelzner, MD

Residency: Pediatrics,
Johns Hopkins Hospital

*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted

Julia Amstutz
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Community Health Worker
Reimbursement in Indiana

Mentor: Debra Litzelman, MD

Residency: Internal Medicine,
UPMC Medical Education-Pennsylvania

Geneva Baumberger
Campus: Bloomington

Project: A Systematic Review of Caregiver-
Focused Interventions for Children with
Cerebral Palsy in Low- and Middle-Income
Countries

Mentor: Megan S. McHenry, MD

Residency: Pediatrics,
Northwestern McGaw/Lurie Children‘s

Laura Cordero

Campus: Evansville

Project: Organizing for Impact: Clinician
Perspectives on Indication-Based Medication
Lists as a Systems-Level Strategy to Improve
Medication Safety and Team-Based Care
Mentor: Pearl Quartey-Kumapley, MD
Residency: Pediatrics,

University of Florida College of Medicine-
Shands Hospital
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Lauren Earhart
Campus: Indianapolis

Rina Jiang*
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Cutaneous Squamous Cell Carcinoma:
An Updated Review

Mentor: Syril Keena Que, MD, MPH

Morgan Kincaid*

Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Understanding Variability in Long-Term
Psychological Adjustment of Prelingually-Deaf
Young Adults Implanted During Childhood
Mentor: William Kronenberger, PhD
Residency: Internal Medicine/Pediatrics,
University of Alabama Hospital-Birmingham

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Luke Haag
Campus: Bloomington

Project: Social and Clinical Determinants
of Recovery Following Operative Treatment
of Tibial Plateau Fractures: A Retrospective
Analysis of Patient-Reported Outcomes
Mentor: Roman M. Natoli, MD

Residency: Emergency Medicine,

Indiana University School of Medicine

Amr Kais
Campus: Bloomington

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 19
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Lucia Li*
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Family Planning and Maternal
Mortality

Mentor: Jeffrey R. Peipert, MD

Margaret Stopa Phiri
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Hypertension in Minority Populations:
A Systematic Review of Virtual Care
Interventions

Mentor: Brownsyne Tucker Edmonds, MD,

Alexa Petrucciani*
Campus: Indianapolis

Project: Multi-season transmission model of
Eastern Equine Encephalitis

Vanessa Schwieterman
Campus: Bloomington

Project: When Well-Resourced Families Still
Miss the Mark: Practice Insights for Universal
Family Health Promotion Programs

Mentor: Priscilla Barnes, PhD

MPHD

Residency: Emergency Medicine,
University of Texas Southwestern Medical
Center-Dallas

Residency: Emergency Medicine,
Medical University of South Carolina
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*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Hallie Jo Phillips Waters*
Campus: Bloomington

Project: Maximal Oxygen Uptake and Coronary
Artery Calcium Scores in Firefighters

Kylie Wertz
Campus: Bloomington

Project: Community Health Worker
Reimbursement in Indiana

Mentor: Debra Litzelman, MD

Grace Yuan
Campus: Evansville

Aaron Williams

Campus: Fort Wayne

Project: Retrospective Analysis of Suicide
Deaths in Allen County Indiana, 2013-2022
Mentor: Jana Sanders and Thomas Gutwein
Residency: Pediatrics/Emergency Medicine,
University of Arizona College of Medicine-
Tucson
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| enjoyed the concentration, if it weren’t for I've had a wonderful time in the Public

the concentration | probably would not I had a great experience overall Health Scholarly Concentration and am
have started the MPH (master’s in Public and appreciate your support glad to carry what I've learned into medical
Health) and | am very happy | did both. along the way! practice and hopefully further scholarship.

Public Health students ,,

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 21




GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Elizabeth Bell*
Campus: Terre Haute

Gabriel Araya
Campus: Evansville

Ryan Heumann*

Campus: Evansville

Project: Effects of Functional Movement-Based
Myofascial Release Therapy on Shoulder Range
of Motion in a Collegiate Pitcher: A Case Report
Mentor: Arthur L. Chlebowski, PhD

Residency: Otolaryngology,
University of Wisconsin Hospital and Clinics

Landon Upshaw

Campus: Evansville

Project: Psychiatry Teacher's Guide:
A Web-Based Resource for Faculty
Development

Mentor: Julianne Giust, MD

Residency: Neurology,
Vanderbilt University Medical Center

My favorite part about our concentration is that quality and innovation
in health care impacts many facets of immediate patient care. Quality
impact can occur from clinics to large hospitals, from a single patient to
a patient population. Understanding the needs and improvements
necessary in healthcare allows for improved patient outcomes.
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Arthur L. Chlebowski, PhD, co-director, Scholarly Concentration in Quality and Innovation in
Health Care, Evansville, adjunct associate professor of Family Medicine and associate
professor, Department of Engineering, University of Southern Indiana

*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted
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Gary Mann
Campus: Fort Wayne

Project: Evaluation of the Team Based
Spirituality Program to Improve Spiritual Care
Competency and Team Member Well-Being in
a Large Healthcare System

Mentor: Alex Lion, DO

Residency: Transitional Year, Parkview Health

Prabhnoor Nagra
Campus: Terre Haute

Project: The Role of Religiosity and Spirituality
in Shaping HPV Vaccination Rates in Rural
Communities: A Literature Review

Mentor: Alex Lion, DO

Residency: Transitional Year,
Ascension St. Vincent Hospital

%

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Josephine McQuillan
Campus: Bloomington

Noah Sierks

Campus: Bloomington

Project: A Case Study in Psoriatic Arthritis:
Investigating Spiritual Support

Mentor: Jennifer Stone, MSOM
Residency: Transitional Year,

Tucson Hospitals Medical Education

of Scholarly Concentrations
Program graduates recommend
the program to first-year

medical students.
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Molly Barten

Campus: Terre Haute

Project: Impact of Medical Insurance on
Diabetic Retinopathy Screening Rates in
Rural Areas

Mentor: Robin Danek, PhD

Residency: Internal Medicine,

University of lowa Health Care Medical Center

Travis Owen

Campus: Terre Haute

Project: Assessing Barriers and Delays in
Prenatal Care in Marshall County, Indiana:

A Community Needs Assessment Following
the Closure of Local Obstetric Services

Mentor: Robin Danek, PhD

Residency: Family Medicine,
Community Health Network

Katheryn Bell

Campus: Terre Haute

Project: Unseen Impacts: Rural Adolescents’
Self-Perception and Mental Health in the Age of
Dermatology-Related Social Media

Mentor: Elham Zayed, MD, and

Ellen Ireland, PhD

Residency: Internal Medicine,
University Hospital-Columbia

Katelyn Rusiniak
Campus: Terre Haute

Project: Simulated Gastric Digestion to
Estimate Public Health Risk of Lead in Soil
from Rural Brazil, IN

Mentor: Ellen Ireland, PhD, and

Jennifer Latimer, PhD

Residency: Family Medicine,

University of Montana

| found this to be a unique experience because often as medical
students we are asked to be a part of projects that are already
established. It's not very often you get to begin a project from
scratch and see it through like you do here.

Morgan Black, Urology resident, Indiana University School of Medicine,
Scholarly Concentration in Rural Health, Terre Haute, Class of 2024

*See pages 28 — 29 for Products Published or Accepted
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Basem Al-tarshan
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Breast Cancer Disparities Among
Women in Underserved Communities in
Northwest Indiana

Mentor: Amy Han, PhD, MPH

Residency: Internal Medicine,
University of Arizona College of Medicine-
Tucson

Kyra Colston
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Analysis of Lung Cancer Disparities in
Northwest Indiana

Mentor: Amy Han, PhD, MPH

Kelly DeMichael-Dobias
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Socio-Demographic and Behavioral
Determinants of Health in Patients Admitted
with Chronic Kidney Disease in an Urban
Hospital in the U.S. Midwest

Mentor: Kyle Gospodarek, MD

Residency: Emergency Medicine,
Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Brianna Chandler*
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Neurovascular Conditions and
Associated Socio-Demographic and Behavioral
Factors in an Urban Hospital in Northwest
Indiana

Mentor: Kyle Gospodarek, MD, Baraka Muvuka,
PhD, Jonathan Guerrero, PharmD

Residency: Emergency Medicine, Wright State
University Boonshoft School of Medicine

John Deckbar
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Social Determinants of Health
Associated with Inpatient Admissions for
Congestive Heart Failure, Diabetes, Chronic
Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, and Asthma
Mentor: Baraka Muvuka, PhD, Jonathan
Guerrero, PharmD

Residency: Anesthesiology, University of
Tennessee Graduate School of Medicine

Wael Gad
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Association of Socio-Demographic
Factors, Social Determinants of Health, and
Weekly Physical Activity in an Urban Hospital in
Northwest Indiana

Mentor: Joshua Mangum PhD

Residency: Transitional/Tampa,
BayCare Health System
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As an aspiring emergency physician and African American woman, this research gave me the tools to understand and address inequities affecting
underserved communities, especially those historically excluded from medicine. It strengthened my commitment to community-focused, equity-driven
care and gave me confidence in using research to advocate for change. This experience was both academically enriching and personally empowering.
Brianna Chandler, Scholarly Concentration in Urban Medicine and Health Care Disparities, Northwest-Gary, Class of 2026
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GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Brendan Jones
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Eric Gonsiorowski
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Gabrielle Li
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Retrospective Analysis of COVID-19
Impact on Social + Emotional Development
in Children of Low-Income Communities from
Head Start

Mentor: Amy Han, PhD, MPH

Michelle LaTurner
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Miatta Ndama
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Analysis of Lung Cancer Disparities in
Northwest Indiana

Mentor: Amy Han, PhD, MPH

Pooja Patel
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Breast Cancer Disparities Among
Women in Underserved Communities in
Northwest Indiana

Mentor: Amy Han, PhD, MPH
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Luke Peterson
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Retrospective Analysis of COVID-19
Impact on Social + Emotional Development
in Children of Low-Income Communities from
Head Start

Mentor: Mentor: Amy Han, PhD, MPH

Michael Yallourakis
Campus: Northwest-Gary

| really recommend it. My favorite part of it is that you really have a
community of people who are interested in similar topics and care about
similar things, whether those are mentors, peers, first years or fourth year
students who are all in this same scholarly concentration program and
can mentor you and talk with you about things you’re working on.

Flora Ho, Scholarly Concentration in Urban Medicine and Health Care Disparities,
Northwest-Gary, Class of 2027

GRADUATE SPOTLIGHTS

Satya Sanapati
Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Retrospective Analysis of COVID-19
Impact on Social + Emotional Development
in Children of Low-Income Communities from
Head Start

Mentor: Amy Han, PhD, MPH

William Zhang

Campus: Northwest-Gary

Project: Retrospective Cohort Analysis of
Colorectal Cancer Staging Disparities in
Northwest Indiana: Influence of Socioeconomic
Status, Race, and Geography

Mentor: Amy Han, PhD, MPH

Residency: Internal Medicine,
Rutgers-New Jersey Medical School

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 27
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GRADUATE PRODUCTS PUBLISHED OR ACCEPTED

Biomedical Engineering and Applied
Medical Technology

Matthew Cochran: E. Frias-Miranda et al.,
“Adaptation and Training Effects from a Passive,
Wearable Resistance Device During Exercise,”
2024 10th IEEE RAS/EMBS International
Conference for Biomedical Robotics and
Biomechatronics (BioRob), Heidelberg, Germany,
2024, pp. 1541-1548, doi: 10.1109/
BioRob60516.2024.10719863

Alexa Jauregui: Earl CC, Jauregui AM, Prado MA,
Lin G, Goergen CJ. et al. Regional four-
dimensional cardiac magnetic resonance strain
predicts cardiomyopathy progression in
Duchenne muscular dystrophy. J Cardiovasc
Magn Reson. 2025 Winter;27(2):101950. doi:
10.1016/j.jocmr.2025.101950. Epub 2025 Aug 29.
PMID: 40886799; PMCID: PMC12702107.

Charan Kanthala: Kanthala, Sri Charan BS*;
Singh, Nikhi P. MD, MBA; Gross, Jeffrey N. MD et
al. Active Nerve Management for Below-knee
Amputation: A Comparison of Approaches. Plastic
& Reconstructive Surgery-Global Open 13(11):p
e7259, November 2025. | DOI: 10.1097/
GOX.0000000000007259

Biomedical Research

Christopher Basinski: Kara E. Garcia,
Christopher Basinski, Christopher D. Kroenke;
Quantifying the Timing of Gyral and Sulcal
Formation Relative to Growth in the Ferret
Cerebral Cortex. Dev Neurosci 2025:A https://doi.
org/10.1159/000544824

John Haijj: Hajj J, Sizemore B, Singh K. Impact of
Epigenetics, Diet, and Nutrition-Related
Pathologies on Wound Healing. International
Journal of Molecular Sciences. 2024;
25(19):10474. https://doi.org/10.3390/
ij85251910474

Marie Karam: Nasrallah NA, Lee B, Wiese BM,
Karam MN et al. Cigarette smoke and decreased
DNA repair by Xeroderma Pigmentosum Group C
use a double hit mechanism for epithelial cell lung
carcinogenesis. Oncotarget. 2025 May 20;16:396-
409. doi: 10.18632/oncotarget.28724. PMID:
40391767, PMCID: PMC12219255

Business of Medicine

Mychael Spencer: Patel R, Morris A,
Ramchandani M, Charpentier G, Anekal S,
Gunderman D, et al. Enhancing continuity of care:
the impact of patient navigation on health
insurance enrollment at an urban safety net
provider. Discover Health Systems. 2025;4:76
doi:10.1007/544250-025-00229-3

Radha Patel: Patel R, Morris A, Ramchandani M,
Charpentier G, Anekal S, Gunderman D, et al.
Enhancing continuity of care: the impact of
patient navigation on health insurance enrollment
at an urban safety net provider. Discover Health
Systems. 2025;4:76 doi:10.1007/s44250-025-
00229-3

Care of Hispanic/Latino Patients

Sydney Hornberger: Hornberger S, Messmore N,
Munguia-Vazquez R. Review of the Knowledge,
Barriers, and Facilitators of HPV Vaccination
among Latino Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers
in the United States. J Community Health. 2024
Dec;49(6):1123-1131. doi: 10.1007/s10900-024-
01367-0. Epub 2024 Jul 4. PMID: 38965135

Ethics, Equity and Justice

John Bales: Jackson Stone: Stone JF, Bales JR,
Harris JD, Harper CE, Scott JJ, Kotva JJ, Lassen
DS. Client and Pantry Factors Influencing
Transportation-Related Barriers Among Users of
Food Pantries: A Cross-Sectional Analysis. Foods.
2025 Oct 28;14(21):3673. doi: 10.3390/
foods14213673. PMID: 41227645; PMCID:
PMC12609604

Clair Harper: Stone JF, Bales JR, Harris JD,
Harper CE, Scott JJ, Kotva JJ, Lassen DS. Client
and Pantry Factors Influencing Transportation-
Related Barriers Among Users of Food Pantries:
A Cross-Sectional Analysis. Foods. 2025 Oct
28;14(21):3673. doi: 10.3390/foods14213673.
PMID: 41227645; PMCID: PMC12609604

Jonathan Harris: Stone JF, Bales JR, Harris JD,
Harper CE, Scott JJ, Kotva JJ, Lassen DS. Client
and Pantry Factors Influencing Transportation-
Related Barriers Among Users of Food Pantries:
A Cross-Sectional Analysis. Foods. 2025 Oct
28;14(21):3673. doi: 10.3390/foods14213673.
PMID: 41227645; PMCID: PMC12609604

Jackson Stone: Stone JF, Bales JR, Harris JD,
Harper CE, Scott JJ, Kotva JJ, Lassen DS. Client
and Pantry Factors Influencing Transportation-
Related Barriers Among Users of Food Pantries:
A Cross-Sectional Analysis. Foods. 2025 Oct
28;14(21):3673. doi: 10.3390/foods14213673.
PMID: 41227645; PMCID: PMC12609604
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Genetics in Medicine

Joseph Cooper: Joseph Cooper, Vinaya Murthy,
P886: Knowledge, attitudes, and perceptions of
pharmacogenomics among low-income residents
of central Indiana, Genetics in Medicine Open,
Volume 2, Supplement 1, 2024, 101800, ISSN
2949-7744, https://doi.org/10.1016/].
gimo.2024.101800.

Kimberly Felipe: Liagat K, Felipe K, Treat K,
McPheron M, Weaver DD, Vetrini F, Conboy E.
Uncovering a Diagnosis Through Reanalysis of
UBA?2 Variants in a Patient with Syndactyly,
Polydactyly, and Aplasia Cutis Congenita: A Short
Report and a Review of the Literature. Genet Test
Mol Biomarkers. 2025 Apr;29(4):120-128. doi:
10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042. PMID: 40249340.

Matthew Gregory: Gregory MR, Liagat K, Treat K,
et al. Pathogenic Deep Intronic Variant in CNGB3
Identified From Whole-Genome Sequencing in an
Unsolved Case of Patient Affected With
Achromatopsia. Case Rep Genet. 2025 May
27,2025:3466358. doi: 10.1155/crig/3466358.
PMID: 40463445; PMCID: PMC12133362

Human Sexuality and Health

Emma Mazurek: Emma C. Mazurek, Jessica Hille.
CrashCourse Sex Ed (2025). The Kinsey Institute.
https:/www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDixrkUlpp4

Medical Education

Adrian Morales: Nussbaum KH, Turner J, Li X,
Hays M, Morales A, Maudlin J, et al. Residents,
Interrupted: A Blinded, Prospective Observational
Study of Emergency Medicine Resident Workflow.
AEM Education and Training. 2025;9(3):e70065

GRADUATE PRODUCTS PUBLISHED OR ACCEPTED

Public Health

Ashley Alvarado: Co-creating and Mapping an
Exclusive Breastfeeding Framework among Latino
Populations in the United States: An Integrated
Framework Adaptation Process and Scoping
Review, Armando Pena, Zoe Barnsfather, Alison M
Miller, Ashley Alvarado et al. https://doi.
org/10.1016/j.advnut.2025.100483.

Luke Brennan: Brennan L, Evans M, Michaeli G,
Pandita P, Patel S, Powell K, Putnam-Johnson H,
Chong A, Stelzner S, Casavan K. Completion of
Social Drivers of Health Screenings in Pediatric
Practices Participating in a Quality Improvement
Initiative. J Dev Behav Pediatr. 2022 Oct-Nov
01,43(8):472-479. doi: 10.1097/
DBP.0000000000001114. Epub 2022 Aug 22.
PMID: 35994262

Morgan Kincaid: Kronenberger, W.G., Castellanos,
I, Kincaid, M.A., et al. (in press). Understanding
variability in long-term psychological adjustment
of prelingually-deaf young adults implanted
during childhood. Otology & Neurotology

Rina Jiang: Fritz M, Que SKT. Cutaneous
Squamous Cell Carcinoma: An Updated Review.
Cancers (Basel). 2024 May 8;16(10):1800. doi:
10.3390/cancers16101800. PMID: 38791879;
PMCID: PMC11119634.

Lucia Li: Li L, Peipert, JF, Family Planning and
Maternal Mortality, American Journal of
Obstetrics and Gynecology (2026), doi:
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ajog.2026.01.019

Alexa Petrucciani: Petrucciani A, Yu G, Ventresca
M. Multi-season transmission model of Eastern
Equine Encephalitis. PLoS One. 2022 Aug
17:17(8):e0272130. doi: 10.1371/journal.
pone.0272130. PMID: 35976903; PMCID:
PMC9385034.

Hallie Jo Phillips Waters: Li M, Han J, Muegge C,
Zollinger T, Zhou LY, Monahan P, Phillips HJ, et al.
Maximal Oxygen Uptake and Coronary Artery
Calcium Scores in Firefighters. J Occup Environ
Med. 2025 Sep 1;67(9):e616-e620. doi: 10.1097/
JOM.0000000000003443. Epub 2025 May 7.
PMID: 40359033

Quality and Innovation in Health Care

Ryan Heumann: Ritzman BJ, Sakel J, Heumann R,
Okoruwa O, et al. Developing a Tool to Assess
Needs of AYA Cancer Survivors in Rural, Medically
Underserved Regions of Southwestern Indiana.
Journal of Adolescent and Young Adult Oncology.
2025 Dec 9:21565333251405138

Rural Health

Katheryn Bell: Bell K, Zayed E, Ireland E, et al.
(September 17, 2025) Unseen Impacts: Rural
Adolescents’ Self-Perception and Mental Health in
the Age of Dermatology-Related Social Media.
Cureus 17(9): €92591. doi:10.7759/cureus.92591
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https://www.gimopen.org/article/S2949-7744(24)00946-4/fulltext
https://www.gimopen.org/article/S2949-7744(24)00946-4/fulltext
https://www.gimopen.org/article/S2949-7744(24)00946-4/fulltext
https://www.gimopen.org/article/S2949-7744(24)00946-4/fulltext
https://www.gimopen.org/article/S2949-7744(24)00946-4/fulltext
https://www.gimopen.org/article/S2949-7744(24)00946-4/fulltext
https://www.gimopen.org/article/S2949-7744(24)00946-4/fulltext
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1089/gtmb.2025.0042?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12133362/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12133362/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12133362/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12133362/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12133362/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12133362/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12133362/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDixrkU1pp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDixrkU1pp4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JDixrkU1pp4
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12184729/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12184729/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12184729/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12184729/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12184729/
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S216183132500119X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S216183132500119X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S216183132500119X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S216183132500119X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S216183132500119X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S216183132500119X?via%3Dihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S216183132500119X?via%3Dihub
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/362851776_Completion_of_Social_Drivers_of_Health_Screenings_in_Pediatric_Practices_Participating_in_a_Quality_Improvement_Initiative
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41039647/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41039647/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41039647/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41039647/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/41039647/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11119634/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11119634/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11119634/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11119634/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC11119634/
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(26)00026-8/fulltext
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(26)00026-8/fulltext
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(26)00026-8/fulltext
https://www.ajog.org/article/S0002-9378(26)00026-8/fulltext
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9385034/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9385034/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9385034/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9385034/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9385034/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC9385034/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40359033/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40359033/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40359033/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40359033/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40359033/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40359033/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/40359033/
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/21565333251405138?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/21565333251405138?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/21565333251405138?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/21565333251405138?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/21565333251405138?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/21565333251405138?url_ver=Z39.88-2003&rfr_id=ori:rid:crossref.org&rfr_dat=cr_pub%20%200pubmed
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12534720/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12534720/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12534720/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12534720/
https://pmc.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/articles/PMC12534720/
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SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

A partnership with Purdue
University’s Weldon School of
Biomedical Engineering, this
concentration allows students to
develop their understanding and
application of biomedical
engineering for the ethical design,
development, and translation of
medical and related technologies.
No engineering experience is

necessary.

Coursework

Introduction to Biomedical
Engineering and Translation of
Medical Technologies

Introduction to Customer Discovery

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Ray Munguia-Vazquez, MD,

MSc, PhD

Director Pre-Clinical Education
(Phase 1), Clinical Assistant
Professor of Otolaryngology-Head &
Neck Surgery

Craig Goergen, PhD

Leslie A. Geddes Associate
Professor of Biomedical
Engineering, Weldon School
of Biomedical Engineering,
Purdue University

Aaron Lottes, PhD

Associate Professor of Engineering
Practice, Weldon School of
Biomedical Engineering,

Purdue University

West Lafayette Regional Campus
Dean and Director

Matthew Tews, DO, MS

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Doug Brubaker, PhD
Assistant Professor of Biomedical
Engineering, Purdue University

Deva Chan, PhD
Assistant Professor Biomedical
Engineering, Purdue University

Graham Cooks, PhD

Henry B. Hass Distinguished
Professor — Analytical Chemistry,
Purdue University

Maria Dardalat, PhD
Assistant Professor of Biomedical
Engineering, Purdue University

Melissa Kacena, PhD
Professor, Vice Chair for Research,
Department of Orthopaedic Surgery

Chi Hwan Lee, PhD

Associate Professor of Biomedical
Engineering and Mechanical
Engineering, Purdue University

Jacquline Linnes, PhD

Marta E. Gross Assistant Professor,
Biomedical Engineering,

Purdue University

Diane Little, BVSc, MSpVM, PhD
Associate Professor, Department of
Basic Medical Sciences,

Purdue University

Matt Lynall

Clinical Professor and Director,
Purdue NSF |-Corps Site and
Midwest |-Corps Node, Krannert
School of Management,

Purdue University

Georgia Malandraki, PhD
Associate Professor of Speech,
Language, and Hearing Sciences,
Purdue University

Anne Sereno, PhD

Professor of Psychological Sciences
and Biomedical Engineering,
Purdue University

Riyi Shi, PhD

Mari Hulman George Endowed
Professor of Applied Neuroscience;
Director, Center for Paralysis
Research, College of Veterinary
Medicine, Professor of Basic
Medical Science, Purdue University

Luis Solorio, PhD
Assistant Professor of Biomedical
Engineering, Purdue University

Matthew Ward, PhD
Assistant Professor of Biomedical
Engineering, Purdue University

Cresta Cates
Coordinator Phase 1, IUSM-West
Lafayette

Student Participants

Class of 2029 - All West Lafayette
Raiyana Alam
Ayomide Ayeni
Ryan Ball

Nolen Cunningham
Brian Dobbels
Ashlyn Felton
Michael Fletcher
Jackson Hoover
Amanoor Johal
Arnav Kumar
Patrick Lee

Paige Mullin
Matthew Peck
Arden Shen

Maria Stefanidou

Class of 2028
Carolyn Bakx, West Lafayette
Alec Booth, Indianapolis
Jason Crary, West Lafayette
Shaheer Faruqi, West Lafayette
Annabelle Frazier Foist,

West Lafayette
Kylee Gall, West Lafayette
Jonathan Graber, West Lafayette
Garrett Markham, West Lafayette
Mason Naaman, West Lafayette
Cooper Rusch, West Lafayette
Viktor Stjepic, West Lafayette
Evan Zhang, West Lafayette

Class of 2027

Anish Bedi, Indianapolis

Thomas Gastineau, West Lafayette
Jacob Ingram, West Lafayette
Caroline Joliet, Indianapolis

Isabel Knight, Indianapolis

Emily Lothamer, West Lafayette
Nathan Pairitz, West Lafayette
Shannon Riegle, West Lafayette

Kenneth Virgin, Indianapolis
(leave of absence, research)
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In this concentration, students
engage in the critical concepts that
underpin biomedical and clinical
research, acquiring essential
research tools including critical
reasoning skills, using the scientific
method in design of study,
research rigor and reproducibility,
research ethics, and disseminating
research results for peer review.
Students will also be introduced to
various resources offered through
the Indiana Clinical and
Translational Sciences Institute to
assist with biomedical research,
including human subjects training,
the Clinical Research Center, and

the Project Development Team.

Students are required to
participate in the Indiana
University Medical Student
Program for Research and
Scholarship during the summer
between their first and second
years of medical school.

Coursework

Immersion in Clinical and
Patient-Oriented Research

Clinical Research Methods
Research Topics in Medicine

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Erika R. Cheng, PhD, MPA
Associate Professor of Pediatrics

Lisa G. Yazel, EAD
Co-Director

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Leonard Buller, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Orthopaedic Surgery

R. Michael Meneghini, MD
Professor of Clinical Orthopaedic
Surgery

Andrew Otte, PhD
Research Assistant Professor of
Biomedical Engineering

Sikander Khan, DO
Assistant Professor of Medicine

Michelle Starr, MD
Professor of Pediatrics

Michael Veronesi, MD, PhD

Assistant Professor of Radiology &

Imaging Sciences

Bo Zhao, PhD

Assistant Professor of
Otolaryngology-Head & Neck
Surgery

Jennifer Eikenberry, MD
Associate Professor of Clinical
Ophthalmology

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

Mark Kelley, PhD
Betty and Earl Herr Professor of
Pediatric Oncology Research

Scott Snyder, PhD
Associate Professor of Radiology &
Imaging Sciences

Troy Markel, MD
Associate Professor of Surgery

Chandan Sen, PhD

J. Stanley Battersby Chair and
Professor of Surgery, Director of the
Indiana Center for Regenerative
Medicine and Engineering and
Executive Director of the
Comprehensive Wound Care Center
at IU Health Methodist Hospital

Burcin Ekser, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Surgery

Kara Garcia, PhD

Assistant Research Professor of
Radiology & Imaging Sciences and
Navigator for the Indiana Clinical
and Translational Sciences Institute

Student Participants

Class of 2028

Owen Booth, Indianapolis
Andrew Brumett, Indianapolis
Macy Deckard, Indianapolis
Muira Fontaine, Indianapolis
Damon Ho, Indianapolis
Connor Kaurich, Indianapolis
Eyram Kpenu, Northwest
Ksenia Lewyckyj, Indianapolis
Lilly O'Shea, Indianapolis
Kareem Wali, Indianapolis
Robin Yu, Indianapolis

Class of 2027

lan Burke, Indianapolis
Haley Harkness, Indianapolis
Cole Hennigan, Bloomington
Aniffa Kouton, Indianapolis
Maria Martinez, Indianapolis
Aditi Ravikumar, Indianapolis
John Salvas, Indianapolis
Alyssa Walker, Indianapolis

The Biomedical Research concentration served as a catalyst for my
research journey in medical school, connecting me with mentors
across Indiana University School of Medicine. Through these
relationships, | contributed to and published work in diverse
scientific and clinical areas, including diabetic wound healing and
plastic surgery breast reconstruction.

John Hajj, Scholarly Concentration in Biomedical Research, Indianapolis,
Indianapolis, Class of 2026
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SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

This scholarly concentration
prepares students to provide
culturally sensitive medical care to
improve outcomes for the nation’s
growing Hispanic and Latino
population. Additionally, students
can improve Spanish-speaking
fluency and practice using Spanish

in clinical settings.

Coursework

Introduction to Care of Hispanic/
Latino Patients

Latino Community Health Status
Evaluation

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Ray Munguia-Vazquez, MD,

MSc, PhD

Director Pre-Clinical Education
(Phase 1), Clinical Assistant
Professor of Otolaryngology-Head &
Neck Surgery

Cecilia Tenorio, MA

Senior Lecturer, Director of Minor in
Spanish for the Professions, Purdue
University

Thomas Il. Jones, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor of
Medicine

West Lafayette Regional Campus
Dean and Director

Matthew Tews, DO, MS

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Francoise Brosseau-Lapré, PhD
Assistant Professor, Speech
Language & Hearing Sciences,
Purdue University

Peter S. Pang, MD
Chair, Department of
Emergency Medicine

Ashley D. Meagher, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery

Natalia Rodriguez, PhD, MPH, MSE
Assistant Professor of Public Health,
Purdue University

Nikki Messmore, MSEd
Director of Medical Service Learning

Louis B. Cantor, MD
Professor Emeritus of Glaucoma
Research and Education

Antwione Haywood, PhD
Associate Dean for Student Affairs,
Rosalind Franklin University of
Medicine and Science

Jessica Maiers, PhD
Assistant Professor of Medicine

Timothy B. O’'Donnell, MD
Clinical Assistant Professor of
Family Medicine

Ally-Khan Somani, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Dermatology

Cresta Cates
Coordinator Phase 1, IUSM-West
Lafayette

Student Participants

Class of 2029 - All West Lafayette
Brianna Jones

Caleb Klopfenstein

Kyle Onken

Class of 2028 — All West Lafayette
Sofia Cazares
Margot Cruz Portillo
Jason Feng

Waldo Hernandez
Gavin Lachat

Cesar Mares

Inaya Patel
Brandon Schafer
Katelynn Soto
Sarah Vaught

Class of 2027
Andrew Jamison, West Lafayette
Victoria Popp, Indianapolis
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This concentration provides the
basic skills for separating the
morally beneficial from the
morally troubling practices of
medicine and enables future
physicians to better serve and
advocate for their most vulnerable

patients.

A range of topics are covered,
including the cultivation of virtue,
the role of narratives in ethics,
social and environmental justice,
social determinants of health, and
health equity. This concentration
accesses mentors from various
regional partners, numerous

IU campuses, and from across
the United States.

Coursework

Introduction to Medical Ethics
Ethics and Health Equity
Bioethics Journal Club

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Rev. Joe Kotva, PhD
Adjunct Assistant Professor of
Medicine

Mark D. Fox, MD, PhD
Associate Dean and Director,
IUSM-South Bend

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Dave Lassen, PhD
Community-Engaged Learning
Program Director, Center for Social
Concerns, University of Notre Dame

Kathleen Eggleson, PhD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Medicine

Brianne Brenneman

PhD candidate; former Assistant
Professor of Public Health,
Goshen College

Kathleen T. Unroe, MD
Professor of Medicine

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

Caroline Rouse, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Caitlin Bernard, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Justin McDevitt, JD
Director of the Women's College
Partnership

Center for the Homeless
DePaul Academy

Unity Gardens

La Casa de Amistad

St. Joseph County Health
Department

Maple City Health Center
Mosaic Health & Healing Arts
Real Services

Youth Service Bureau

YWCA North Centeral Indiana
Motels4Now

Imani Unidad

Church Community Services
Center for Community Justice

Greater Auburn Gresham
Development Corporation

Student Participants

Class of 2031
Eli Schantz, South Bend
(leave of absence, graduate study)

Class of 2029 - All South Bend
Alaina Focosi

Thomas Gatewood

Aidan Gwartney

Michael Horvath

Ethan McGrath

Claire McGuire

Trina Tagamolila

Stephanie Wei

Class of 2028 - All South Bend
Abdulhamid Al-Fadhl

Alise Hale

Nhat-Anh Nguyen

Matthew Nieland

Kennedy Onuoha

Maya Votapek

Class of 2027 - All South Bend
Camryn Barnett
Caymah Dennis
Medha Somayaiji
Matthew Turner
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SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

This concentration provides a deep
dive into the latest genetic
developments and concepts that
are transforming the practice of

medicine.

Students may explore clinical
research, clinical case reports with
literature reviews, or other areas of
interest in the rapidly changing
field of medical genetics.

Coursework

Effective Communications in
Genomic Medicine

Genomic Medicine Journal Club
Online Clinical Case Review

Essential Laboratory Translation in
Genomic Medicine

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Brittney-Shea Herbert, PhD
Associate Professor of Medical and
Molecular Genetics, Vice Chair of
Education

Brett Graham, MD, PhD
Professor of Medical and Molecular
Genetics

The Genetics in Medicine Scholarly Concentration was a defining
part of my medical school experience. It opened my eyes to aspects
of medicine | would never have otherwise known about, and it
provided an understanding of the nuances of genetic treatments and
testing that | expect will change the course of my career.

Joseph Cooper, Scholarly Concentration in Genetics in Medicine,
Indianapolis, Class of 2026

We would like to acknowledge support from the
2025 American College of Medical Genetics and
Genomics Foundation for the Genetic and
Genomic Medicine's Summer Genetics Scholars
Program. Medical and Molecular Genetics at

IU School of Medicine was one of only six
participating nationwide institutions selected for
this support in 2025. We used this scholarship,
with matching departmental funds, to support 2
Genetics in Medicine scholars and their projects.

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Amy Breman, PhD

Professor of Clinical Medical and
Molecular Genetics, Division
Director, IU Genetic Testing
Laboratories

Erin Conboy, MD

Assistant Professor of Clinical
Medical and Molecular Genetics,
Co-Director of the Undiagnosed
Rare Disease Clinic

Molly McPherson, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Medical and Molecular Genetics

Stephanie Sharp, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Medical and Molecular Genetics

Stephanie Ware, MD, PhD

Joe C. Christian Professor and Chair
of Medical and Molecular Genetics,
Program Leader in Cardiovascular
Genetics, Herman B Wells Center
for Pediatric Research

Theodore E. Wilson, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Medical and Molecular Genetics

Student Participants

Class of 2028

Gokul Achayaraj, Indianapolis
Layla Ahmadi, Terre Haute
Nicholas Cramer, Indianapolis
Erica Gerstbauer, Indianapolis
Navjot Kaur, Fort Wayne
Clare Kelley, South Bend
Emmalee Kiser, Indianapolis
Darren Lu, Indianapolis

Isabel Ortiz, Indianapolis
Colleen Place, Northwest
Marc Touraev, Indianapolis
Ramya Tummala, Indianapolis
Andrew Walke, Indianapolis

Class of 2027 - All Indianapolis
Cassidy Hardin

Alexandra Hurlock

Tejasvi Kakani

Taylor Marquez

Deja Miller-Brooks

Kyle Rusin

Katherine Stanley

Kaylee Tutrow

Helapita Wijeratne
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Older adults are one of the fastest
growing demographics in the
United States. With the increasing
aging population, it is important to
equip future physicians with the
knowledge and skills needed to
effectively coordinate care for

aging individuals.

Students will learn the importance
of collaboration among healthcare
providers and specialists, along
with community resources to
provide patient-centered, value-
based care that addresses the
physical, emotional, and social
needs of older adults while
navigating complex healthcare

systems.

After completing the Health Care
Integration and Healthy Aging
Scholarly Concentration, students
will have a deep understanding of
how an integrated approach to
healthcare can enhance the
well-being and quality of life of

aging individuals.

Coursework

Population and Public Health
Approaches to Aging

Health Care Integration and
Healthy Aging

Journal Club

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Robert D. Sweazey, PhD
Associate Professor of Anatomy,
Cell Biology & Physiology

Acting Associate Dean and Director,

|USM-Fort Wayne

Leslie A. Hoffman, PhD
Associate Professor of Clinical
Anatomy, Cell Biology & Physiology

Fort Wayne Acting Regional
Campus Dean and Director

Robert D. Sweazey, PhD

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Justin Blackburn, PhD

Associate Professor, Health Policy
and Management Richard M.
Fairbanks School of Public Health

Douglas E. Vaughan, MD
Professor of Medicine, Potocsnak
Longevity Institute Northwestern
University Feinberg School of
Medicine

Thein H. Zhu, MBBS
Trauma Epidemiologist,
Parkview Health

Scott E. Mattson, DO
Cardiology, IU Health Primary Care,
Fort Wayne

Kendra Hollenbeck, MD
PGY3 Resident, Fort Wayne Medical
Education Program

Barbara Schroeder, MD
Vision Care Ophthalmology

Scott Stienecker, MD
Director of Infection Prevention,
Parkview Health

Amy Souers, MD
Emergency Medicine,
Parkview Health

Nicole Fowler, PhD, MHSA
Associate Professor & Vice Chair for
Research, Department of Medicine

Niki Messmore, MSEd
Director of Medical Service Learning

Syril Keena Que, MD
Associate Professor of
Clinical Dermatology

Student Participants

Class of 2028

Jennifer Bender, Fort Wayne
Roma Matharu, Fort Wayne
Sophia May, Fort Wayne
Nathan Wang, Indianapolis
Andrew Zhang, Indianapolis

Class of 2027

Alexander Buchanan, Fort Wayne
Adrianne Ceruti, Fort Wayne
Adam Farmer, Fort Wayne

Mary Kelley, Indianapolis

Mace Odle, Fort Wayne

Erik Wilhelm, Indianapolis
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SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

Through this concentration,
students learn how to help patients
implement healthy lifestyle

practices that are evidence-based.

One of the strengths of the Muncie
Health Promotion and Disease
Prevention scholarly concentration
is the opportunity for students to
collaborate directly with local
community organizations. These
partners include community
centers that promote education,
health and wellness; community
health clinics; food pantries; and

addiction recovery programs.

Such collaborations give students
the chance to design and
implement real-world,
community-based projects aimed
at improving lifestyle behaviors,
and to evaluate the effectiveness of

their interventions.

The topic of body image means a lot to me and has the potential to impact the larger community, which has made the scholarly concentration project
experience great. |'ve also had the opportunity to work with faculty, work in the community, and refine my research over time. Overall, it has been a

Coursework
Introduction to Public Health
Lifestyle Medicine

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Larry B. Fromm, PhD
Adjunct Professor of Biochemistry
& Molecular Biology

Michael D. Litt, PhD

Adjunct Associate Professor of
Medical & Molecular Genetics
Lynn Witty, MD

Adjunct Clinical Assistant
Professor of Medicine

Muncie Regional Campus Dean
and Director

Derron Bishop, PhD

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Derron Bishop, PhD
Associate Dean and
Director, IUSM-Muncie

Student Participants

Class of 2028

Abigail Aldridge, Bloomington
Betsy Benitez, Indianapolis
Lindsay Bickett, Muncie
Kylie Boyer, Muncie

Allison Dittmer, Muncie
Abigail Gulley, Bloomington
Audrey Harrison, Muncie
Porter Haught, Muncie

Faris Khan, Muncie

lan Napier, Muncie

Amee Punater, Muncie
Nathaniel Southwick, Muncie
Rebekah White, Muncie

Class of 2027

Anna Altavilla, Indianapolis
Evan Brown, Indianapolis
Mohammad Khan, Muncie
Sarah Maarouf, Muncie
Patience Momoh, Muncie
Erich Ong, Muncie

Taylor Pozzebon, Indianapolis
Celine Thormann, Indianapolis

valuable professional, personal, and educational experience.

Taylor Pozzebon, Scholarly Concentration in Health Promotion Disease Prevention, Muncie, Class of 2027
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A partnership with the world-
renowned Kinsey Institute, this
concentration helps students
understand how various topics
related to sex, gender, and
sexuality intersect with the practice
of medicine. It also provides an
opportunity to work with Kinsey
Institute researchers.

Coursework
Introduction to Human Sexuality

Critical Issues in Sexuality
and Health

Fundamentals of Research
and Scholarship

Co-Directors

Charles N. Rudick, PhD

Assistant Director of Medical
Education, IUSM-Bloomington and
Assistant Dean for Curriculum,
Phase 1

Justin R. Garcia, PhD

Executive Director and Senior
Scientist, Kinsey Institute, and Ruth
N. Halls Endowed Professor of
Gender Studies

Jessica Hille, JD, PhD
Assistant Director for Education,
Kinsey Institute

Bloomington Regional Campus
Dean and Director

Katherine M. Hiller, MD, MPH

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Greg Carter, PhD, MSN
Assistant Professor,
|U School of Nursing

Catherine Sherwood-Laughlin,
HSD, MPH

Clinical Professor, Richard M.
Fairbanks School of Public Health

Alison Greene, PhD
Assistant Professor, Richard M.
Fairbanks School of Public Health

Zoe Peterson, PhD

Senior Scientist, Kinsey Institute,
Professor, IU Department of
Counseling and Educational
Psychology

Stephanie Sanders, PhD
Research Director and Senior
Scientist, Kinsey Institute, Provost
Professor, IU Department of
Gender Studies

Cynthia Graham, PhD

Senior Scientist, Kinsey Institute,
Professor, IU Department of
Gender Studies

William Yarber, HSD

Senior Scientist, Kinsey Institute,
Provost Professor, Richard M.
Fairbanks School of Public Health

James Gibb, PhD

Assistant Scientist, Kinsey Institute,

Assistant Professor, IU Department
of Anthropology

Student Participants

Class of 2028 - All Bloomington
Sarina Perez
Mary Skelly

Class of 2027

Tien Huang, Indianapolis

Amber Nelson-Fuller, Bloomington
Lucy Salter, Bloomington

Casey Woods, Indianapolis

The scholarly concentration
greatly augmented my
experience as a budding
physician, allowing me to
personalize my education on
what is impactful and
important to me and my future
practice as a physician.

Emma Mazurek,
Scholarly Concentration in Human
Sexuality and Health,
Indianapolis, Class of 2026
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SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

In this concentration, students
learn skills and practices to be
effective medical educators and
clinical instructors. They examine
how to assess teaching
effectiveness, student learning
and knowledge gains through an
introduction to medical education
research, methodologies, and
scholarship literature.

Coursework

Pedagogical Methods in the Health
Sciences

Introduction to Clinical Case Study
Development for Non-didactic
Learning

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Valerie D. O’'Loughlin, PhD
Professor of Anatomy, Cell Biology
& Physiology, Assistant Director
of Undergraduate Education,
|[USM-Bloomington

Polly R. Husmann, PhD
Associate Professor of Anatomy,
Cell Biology & Physiology

David Rogers, EdD, EMT-P,
NRP, FAHA
Clinical Associate Professor
of Medicine

Charles N. Rudick, PhD

Assistant Director of Medical
Education, IUSM-Bloomington and
Assistant Dean for Curriculum,
Phase 1

Bloomington Regional Campus
Dean and Director

Katherine M. Hiller, MD, MPH

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Stacey Dunham, PhD
Lecturer in Anatomy, Cell Biology &
Physiology

Jessica Byram, PhD

Assistant Director, Phase 1
Curriculum, Associate Professor of
Anatomy, Cell Biology & Physiology

Joanna Watkins, MD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Otolaryngology-Head and
neck Surgery

Michael G. Usher, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Medicine

Butch Humbert, MD
Clinical Professor of
Emergency Medicine

Student Participants

Class of 2029 - All Bloomington
Mehlika Cekic

Miranda Hoffer

Keegan MacDonell

Ali Mohamed

Alyssa Myers

Nathanael Nicholls

Paige O'Connell

Priyanka Ranga

Class of 2028 - All Bloomington
Michael Bertram

Liam Hobson

Victoria Leeder

Kiernan Andrew McCormick

Paige Royalty

Class of 2027

McKenna Major, Indianapolis
Grace Young, Bloomington

Participating in the Medical Education scholarly concentration
provided me with a deeper understanding of the practices that make
an educator effective, the difficulties inherent to designing a quality
medical curriculum, and the challenges associated with scholarly
output. The skills and knowledge | gained as a participant will serve me
well as a physician and made me a more appreciative student.

Adrian Morales, Scholarly Concentration in Medical Education, Bloomington, Class of 2026
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A collaboration with the Medical
Humanities and Health Studies
Program in the School of Liberal
Arts at IU-Indianapolis, this
concentration offers an
interdisciplinary course of study
which provides medical students
with qualitative humanistic and
socio-cultural perspectives on
health care.

Students will study more
comprehensively, and in-depth,
the social, cultural, and humanistic
determinants and consequences of
health, disease, and healing from
literary, historical, and bioethical

perspectives.

Coursework

Introduction to Medical Humanities:

Perspectives on Health, Disease
and Healing

Medicine and the Humanities:
Examining the Human Condition

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Emily S. Beckman, DMH
Director, Associate Professor,
Medical Humanities and Health
Studies, IU School of Liberal Arts,
IU-Indianapolis

Jane A. Hartsock, JD, MA
Director, Clinical and Organizational
Ethics, IU Health

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Elizabeth Nelson, PhD
Assistant Professor, Medical
Humanities and Health Studies,
|U School of Liberal Arts,
|U-Indianapolis

Paul Helft, MD

Professor of Medicine and Director,
Charles Warren Fairbanks Center
for Medical Ethics

Peter Schwartz, MD, PhD
Director, IU Center for Bioethics,
Associate Professor of Medicine

Richard Gunderman, MD, PhD

Chancellor’'s Professor of Radiology,

Pediatrics, Medical Education,
Philosophy, Liberal Arts,
Philanthropy, and Medical
Humanities and Health Studies
and John A. Campbell Professor
of Radiology

Kenzie Mintus, PhD

Associate Professor, Sociology,
IU School of Liberal Arts,
|U-Indianapolis

Students have increasingly found the program

useful for their residency and future career
goals, from 81/ in 2023 to 9 1% this year.

Diane Prenatt, PhD
Professor of Literature, Marian
University

Brandon Brown, MD, MA
Vice-Chair, Radiology and Imaging
Sciences, Associate Professor,
Radiology, Pediatrics, Obstetrics &
Gynecology, Philosophy, Medicine

Colin Halverson, PhD
Assistant Professor, Medicine

Angeline Larimer, MFA, MA
Affiliate Faculty, Medical Humanities
and Health Studies, Communication
Studies, IU-Indianapolis

Katharine Head, JD

Associate Professor,
Communication Studies, IU School
of Liberal Arts, IU-Indianapolis

Student Participants

Class of 2027 - All Indianapolis
Aarthi Chockalingam

Ritu Gangadhara

Jeremiah Jauch

Justin Yu

IU School of Medicine Scholarly Concentrations Program Annual Report 39

<
m
=
0
>
=
T
=
<
>
Z
-
m
7
|
Z
=
>
Z
>
o
)
=
n




L
-l
=
>
7
Z
<
>
L
|
Ll
%
<
)
T
5
<
L
T
Z
Z
O
|_
<
>
o
Z
Z
[a)
Z
<
P
=
-l
<
>
o

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

This program trains future
clinicians to improve quality,
safety, and efficiency in healthcare
systems. Students use real-world
evidence to identify needs and
assess practical solutions to
problems. Scholarly Concentration
projects may lead to quality
improvement initiatives and/or

health care innovation.

By participating in interactive,
workshop-style courses alongside
various health care professionals,
students master widely recognized
approaches for continuous
improvement and design thinking.
Through completion of coursework
and a quality improvement project,
students can earn Lean Six Sigma
Green Belt certification. Students
gain experience applying quality
improvement and innovation
frameworks that can be used in any

specialty throughout their careers.

Coursework

Introduction to Health Care
Innovation and Implementation

Lean Six Sigma for Health Care
Professionals

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Kara Garcia, PhD

Assistant Research Professor of
Radiology & Imaging Sciences and
Navigator for the Indiana Clinical
and Translational Sciences Institute

Arthur L. Chlebowski, PhD
Adjunct Associate Professor of
Family Medicine and Associate
Professor, Department of
Engineering, University of
Southern Indiana

Rebecca Sparks-Thissen, PhD
Associate Professor of Clinical
Microbiology & Immunology and
Associate Professor of Clinical
Pathology & Laboratory Medicine

Evansville Regional Campus Dean
and Director

Steven G. Becker, MD

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Julianne Giust, MD

Assistant Professor of Clinical
Psychiatry, Associate Director of the
Mary O'Daniel Stone and Bill Stone
Center for Child and Adolescent
Psychiatry

Tom Lardaro, MD
Associate Professor of Clinical
Emergency Medicine

Kevin Jordan, PhD

Associate Professor and Director of
Clinical Psychology, University of
Evansville

Larry Judy, MD
Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor
of Medicine

Noah Parker, MD

Associate Professor of Clinical
Otolaryngology-Head & Neck
Surgery

James Rudolph, MS
Assistant Professor of Industrial
Design, University of Notre Dame

Tammy Sajdyk, PhD

Associate Professor of Clinical
Pediatrics and Associate Director

of the Translational Research
Development Program, Indiana CTSI

Gattadahalli S. Seetharam, PhD
Assistant Professor of Biochemistry,
Molecular Biology & Pharmacology
and Assistant Professor of
Microbiology & Immunology

Mary Ann Shifflett, PhD

Six Sigma Black Belt, Deaconess
Health System, Adjunct Instructor,
IUSM-Evansville

Dale Saxon, PhD
Associate Professor of Anatomy,
Cell Biology & Physiology

Adrian Singson, MD
Internal Medicine Associate
Residency Program Director,
MAHEC Internal Medicine,
Asheville NC

Community Partners

Manash Sohoo & Greg Folz
CRC/Sidud

Student Participants

Class of 2028 - All Evansville
Isaiah Jones

Logan Lively

Kolbe Roscoe

Evalyn Sherer

Nicholas Stanis

Jacob Strachan

Class of 2027 - All Evansville
Adhitya Balaji

Keegan Leek

Emily Ryan

“As an engineer, | am passionate about solving real-world problems. By training a generation of clinicians in quality improvement and
‘real-world evidence’ research, it is my hope that we can dramatically improve healthcare in Indiana and beyond.”

Kara Garcia, PhD, co-director, Scholarly Concentration in Quality and Innovation in Health Care, Evansville, assistant research professor of Radiology & Imaging Sciences
and navigator for the Indiana Clinical and Translational Sciences Institute
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This concentration offers students
an opportunity to learn and engage
with rural communities through
research using diverse methods

and topics.

Coursework and projects teach
students how community and
behavior unique to rural
populations impact public
health issues.

Coursework
Introduction to Public Health

Introduction to Rural and
Agricultural Health

Rural Health Journal Club

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Ellen M. Ireland, PhD, MPH
Clinical Assistant Professor

Robin L. Danek, PhD, MPH
Assistant Professor

Terre Haute Regional Campus
Dean and Director

Robert M. Ehresman, MD

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Hongmei Nan, MD PhD
Professor, IU Center for
Global Health

Eric Reyes, PhD
Associate Professor, Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology

Brittany Russell, PhD
Phase One Coordinator,
|USM-Terre Haute

Student Participants

Class of 2028 - All Terre Haute
Laura Clarke
Luke Hargrave
Logan Koehne
Azriel Manalaysay
Megan Myles
Mallory Pine
Tytus Ragle
Allison Stogsdill
Taylor Turner
Joshua VanZant
Hannah Warfel

Class of 2027 - All Terre Haute
Braden Baker

Emily Chestnut
Alexandra Cranston
Om Dalal

Andrew Gettelfinger
Peter Hellwarth
Cooper Parish
Carter Shaw

Leah Smith

Victoria Snook
Andrea Wright
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SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS

This concentration provides
students with an understanding of
the historical and contemporary
barriers that exist for the nation’s
medically underserved in urban
areas. Students will investigate
socio-structural issues in health
care and be able to demonstrate
how sensitivity to such issues
improves health care for all.
Through scholarly project work,
students will act as advocates by
developing interventions to
address or reduce health

disparities.

Coursework

Healthcare Disparities in an
Urban Setting, Course 1

Healthcare Disparities in an
Urban Setting, Course 2

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Amy W. Han, PhD, MPH
Director of Clinical Education,
IUSM-Northwest-Gary, Assistant
Professor of Clinical Psychiatry

Baraka Muvuka, PhD, MPH, MCHES
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Family Medicine, Director of
Research, IUSM-Northwest-Gary

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Roland Walker, MD
Commissioner, Gary Health
Department, Assistant Professor
of Pediatrics

Michael McGee, MD
Assistant Professor of Emergency
Medicine

Kobie Douglas, MD

Assistant Professor of Psychiatry
and Program Director,
IUSM-Northwest-Gary and
Psychiatry Residency, Medical
Director, Regional Health Systems

Ramana Yedavalli, MD
Assistant Professor of
Interventional Radiology

Joshua Mangum, PhD
Assistant Professor of Clinical
Anatomy, Cell Biology & Physiology

Tatiana Kostrimanova, PhD
Professor of Histology

Victor Garcia
Foodbank of Northwest Indiana

Jason Zaideman
Founder and CEQ,
Operation Charlie Bravo

Freida Graves
Director, Families Anchored in
Total Harmony (FAITH CDC)

Rev. Curtis Whittaker, CPA
President and CEQ, Families
Anchored in Total Harmony
(FAITH CDC)

Samer Ajam, MD
Assistant Professor of Cardiology

William Forgey, MD
Assistant Professor of
Family Medicine

Jonathan Guerrero, Pham D,

BCPS, MSEd

Assistant Professor of Clinical
Pharmacology and Toxicology

Kyle Gospodarek, MD, MSEd
Lecturer of Clinical Medicine

Student Participants

Class of 2029 -
All Northwest-Gary
Alexander Ake
Aleena Alex

Grace Burleson
Timothy Caballero
Juanita Camacho
Olivia Choros
Stefania Dembereckyj
Laura Grabarczyk
Simranijit Kaur
Brittney McKnight
Zipporah Melton
Imran Mihas

Brynn Nylin

Ameer Rifai
Dayessi Rivero
Anthony Rodriguez
Veronica Ruiz-Avila
Anthony Saberniak
Stephanie Sorisho

Class of 2028 -
All Northwest-Gary
Sahar Abdullah
Julia Asfour
Shivam Bhargava
Eleanor Boyle
Brittany Davis
Shaker Erbini
Jayden Henneman
Ankurpreet Kaur
Adam Keeton
Dylan Kim

Gionte Mason
Ruby Massey
Anastasia Metropulos
Katelyn Pass

Tyler Porter
Katherine Stanford
Olivia Strube
Elizabeth Sullivan
Vanessa Vital
Carly Waite

Class of 2027 -

All Northwest-Gary
Michael Aboukhaled
Grace Armstrong
Jacobus Barnard
Alison Blodgett

Seth Bouwer
Caroline Boyle

Neon Calumpang
Miranda Cash

Jocelyn Chang-Stroman

Austin Clark
Mark Delos Reyes
Alexis Dres
Mohammed Ghazali
Caroline Gonzalez
Flora Ho

David Lin

Yousif Mukatash
Margaret Sullivan
Skyler Thompson
Edward Velez

42



A partnership with the IU Kelley
School of Business, this
concentration prepares future
physicians to apply the
fundamentals of business in
clinical environments. Merging
evidence-based management with
evidence-based medicine, students
learn how to improve medical
outcomes, reduce costs, and lift

staff morale.

The Business of Medicine
Scholarly Concentration has
been one of the most
impactful parts of my medical
education. The offered
courses gave me a framework
to understand hospital
operations, finances, and
policy decisions that
ultimately contribute to the
social aspects affecting the
care that | can provide to my
patients. | was also able to
complete publish-worthy
research with strong
mentorship that connected
directly to national debates
about quality, safety, and the
business of healthcare.

Nikola Vuckovic,
Scholarly Concentration in Business of
Medicine, Indianapolis, Class of 2026

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS OFFERED STATEWIDE

Coursework

Value Creation and Financial
Performance in Health Care
Systems

Business Management of the
Patient Experience

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Kyle J. Anderson, PhD
Assistant Dean for Academic
Programs and Clinical Assistant
Professor, IU Kelley School of
Businesss

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Bill Ball, MBA

Visiting Clinical Assistant Professor
of Marketing, IU Kelley School of
Business

Kate Hussey, MBA
Associate Director,
IU Kelley School of Business

Russell Rhoads, PhD, CFA
Clinical Associate Professor of
Financial Management,

IU Kelley School of Business

Erin Vincent
Director, Evening MBA Program,
IU Kelley School of Business

Student Participants

Class of 2028
Adam Alakhras, Indianapolis
Ameya Belamkar, Indianapolis
Yovani Castaneda, South Bend
Isaac Coker, South Bend
Tristan Deaton, Bloomington
Eric Wang Gan, Indianapolis
Futhallah Hassan Hamed,
Indianapolis
Ellias Hanna, South Bend
Abdulmalik Oluwatobi Kareem,
Indianapolis
Bain LaFollette, Indianapolis
Robert Lange, Indianapolis
Jerry Little, Bloomington
Isaac Meng, Bloomington
Joshua Mijares, Indianapolis
Anush Motaganahalli, Indianapolis
Mout-maine Moustapha,
Indianapolis
William Pater, South Bend
Saisantosh Ponna, Indianapolis
Amin Rimawi, Indianapolis
Tushar Sardesai, Indianapolis
Cameron Stockbridge, South Bend
Benjamin Veatch, Indianapolis
Daniel Vencel, Muncie
Morgan Wright, Bloomington
Gloria Xue, Indianapolis

Class of 2027
Bethlehem Daniel, Indianapolis
Brendan Devine, Indianapolis
Karena Dhamecha, Indianapolis
Yordanos Gebru, Indianapolis
Miriam Grady, Indianapolis
Salil Gupta, Indianapolis

(leave of absence, graduate study)
John Lewis, Indianapolis
Dillon Mobasser, Indianapolis
Kyle Richardson, Indianapolis
Arunabh Sinha, South Bend
Neil Supanekar, Bloomington
Lillian Valentine, Indianapolis
Caroline Vieira, Indianapolis
Hannah Wang, Indianapolis
Jalyn Warren, Indianapolis

(leave of absence, graduate study)
Daniel Wilmot, Bloomington
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SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS OFFERED STATEWIDE

A partnership with the

Richard M. Fairbanks School of
Public Health at IU-Indianapolis,
this concentration provides
foundational knowledge in public
health. This includes an
understanding of the U.S. health
system; how social barriers can
impact health and health care;
trends impacting public health;
and evidence-based interventions,

among other topics.

Coursework
Introduction to Public Health
Population Health for Clinicians

Fundamentals of Research and
Scholarship

Co-Directors

Amanda D. Benaderet, MD, MPH
Associate Professor of Clinical
Pediatrics

William Tierney, MD

Associate Dean of Population Health
and Health Outcomes, Richard M.
Fairbanks School of Public Health

Jordan A. Holmes, MD
Assistant Professor of
Radiation Oncology

Priscilla Barnes, PhD, MPH
Associate Professor,
IU-Bloomington School of
Public Health

Staff, Mentors & Instructors

Jeffrey Peipert, MD, PhD
Chair, Department of
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Sherri Bucher, PhD

Associate Professor of Pediatrics,
Investigator, Global Network for
Women's and Children’s Research,
USAID-AMPATH

Sara Wiehe, MD, PhD
Associate Dean for Community
and Translational Research

Sarah Stelzner, MD
Assistant Professor of
Clinical Pediatrics

Christopher Callahan, MD
Professor of Medicine

Megan McHenry, MD
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics

Caitlin Bernard, MD
Assistant Professor of
Clinical Obstetrics & Gynecology

Ruben Hernandez, MD
Assistant Professor of
Clinical Family Medicine

Sylk Sotto, EdD, MBA, MPS
Associate Professor of Medicine
and Associate Vice Chancellor for
Faculty Development and Inclusive
Excellence, University of Pittsburgh

Thomas Duszynski, PhD
Clinical Assistant Professor, Richard
M. Fairbanks School of Public Health

Jack Turman, PhD
Professor of Pediatrics

Olena Mazurenko, MD, PhD
Associate Professor, Richard M.
Fairbanks School of Public Health

Linda Williams, MD
Professor of Neurology

Stephen Sawada, MD
Professor of Medicine

Marianne Matthias, PhD
Research Professor of Medicine

Patrick Loehrer, MD
Professor of Medicine

Eric Vanchon, PhD,RN

Assistant Professor of Community
& Health Systems, Indiana
University School of Nursing

Linda DiMeglio, MD, MPH
Professor of Pediatrics
Nana Gletsu, PhD

Associate Professor, IU Bloomington
School of Public Health

Sandra McCabe, MD
Adjunct Assistant Professor
of Urology

Heidi Beidinger, PhD
Associate Professor of Biological
Sciences, University of Notre Dame

Sarah Morgan, MD
Adjunct Assistant Professor of
Obstetrics & Gynecology

Courtney Rowan, MD
Associate Professor of Pediatrics

Laura Ruhl, MD, MPH
Assistant Professor of
Clinical Medicine

Seethal Jacob, MD, MS
Assistant Professor of Pediatrics

Kathi Ridley-Merriweather, MS
Doctoral Candidate,

|U Health Simon Comprehensive
Cancer Center

Mohammed Al-Haddad, MD, MS
Professor and Chief, Division of
Gastroenterology and Hepatology

Michael Murphy, MD
Professor of Surgery

Joshua Huot, PhD, MS
Assistant Professor of Anatomy

Brownsyne Tucker-Edmonds,

MD, MPH

Professor of Obstetrics & Gynecology,
Associate Dean for Health

Equity Research

Debra Litzelman, MD
Professor of Medicine

Syril Keena Que, MD
Assistant Professor of
Clinical Dermatology

Thomas Guttwein, MD
Adjunct Clinical Associate Professor
of Emergency Medicine

Brian Henriksen, PhD
Adjunct Clinical Associate Professor
of Pharmacology and Toxicology

Chandy John, MD, MS
Professor of Pediatrics

Roman Natoli, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of
Orthopedic Surgery

Olawale Ojo, MD, MSC
Assistant Professor of
Clinical Psychiatry

Temel Tirkes, MD
Professor of Radiology and
Imaging Services
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Jason Newland, MD
Professor of Pediatrics, Washington
University in St. Louis

Amber Comer, JD, PhD
Associate Professor of Health
Sciences and Medicine

Austin Lee, MD, MPH
Professor of Clinical
Emergency Medicine

Carley Daley, PhD
Adjunct Clinical Assistant Professor
of Biostatistics & Data Science

Courtney Rowen, MD
Associate Professor of Pediatrics

Cydney McGuire, PhD, MPH
Assistant Professor, Paul Halverson
H. O'Neill School of Public and
Environment Affairs

Erin Weber, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor of Surgery

Jana Sanders
Allen County Public Health
Department

Jill Connors, PhD
Assistant Professor of Surgery

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS OFFERED STATEWIDE

Leslie Hulvershorn, MD
Professor of Psychiatry

Lisa Hollister, DNP, RN

Parkview Regional Medical Center
Mandy Rispoli, PhD

School of Education and Human
Development, University of Virginia

Margie Snyder, PharmD, MPH
IUSM Faculty Affairs and
Professional Development

Michelle Zimmerman, MD
Associate Professor of Clinical
Pathology & Laboratory Medicine

Miguel Reina Ortiz, MD, PhD
Associate Professor, Richard M.
Fairbanks School of Public Health

Patrick Monahan, PhD
Professor of Biostatistics and Health
Data Science

Peter Jenkins, MD
Associate Professor of Surgery

Sandeep Batra, MD
Professor of Pediatrics

Sarah Morgan, MD
Assistant Professor of
Obstetrics and Gynecology

Scott Yen, MD
Parkview Regional Medical Center

Steven Jordan, MD, PhD
Associate Professor of Medicine
and Microbiology & Immunology

Tamara Hannon, MD
Professor of Pediatrics and
Medical and Molecular Genetics

Tom Duszynski, PhD, MPH
Clinical Assistant Professor, Richard
M. Fairbanks School of Public Health

William Bennett, MD
Associate Professor of Pediatrics

Student Participants

Class of 2028

John Bousamra, Northwest
Viha Bynagari, Indianapolis
Supriya Chittajallu, Indianapolis
Andrea Cruz O'Brien, South Bend
Annabell Davis, Indianapolis
Jasmina Davis, Indianapolis
Angela Diaz, Bloomington
Emma Holder, Indianapolis
Paige Kertes, Indianapolis
Natalie Kuebler, Indianapolis
Vincent Lam, South Bend
Ishaan Modi, Indianapolis
Meghana Nalamolu, Fort Wayne
Abigail Nita, Fort Wayne
Isabella Rodriguez, Indianapolis
Julia Roehm, Indianapolis
Arnima Singh, South Bend
Margaret Szymanski, Fort Wayne
Priyanka Thomas, South Bend
Elise Wang, Muncie

Grace White, Indianapolis

Anna Woodruff, Evansville
Michelle Yang, Indianapolis

Class of 2027

Noor Abdullah, Indianapolis
Khunsha Ahmed, Indianapolis
Mateo Blair, Indianapolis
Matthew Blango, Bloomington
Raul Castro, Indianapolis
Kelechi Echeumuna, Indianapolis
Uzair Khan, Indianapolis
Susie Kim, Bloomington
Hannah Koch, Indianapolis
Allison Li, Indianapolis
Michelle Mai, Indianapolis
Gabriela Mauro, Fort Wayne
Thomas McEvilly, Indianapolis
Angad Sidhu, Indianapolis
Mary Slaughter, Indianapolis
Gavin Thompson, Indianapolis
Lauren Ward, Indianapolis

The scholarly concentration was a terrific formal introduction to
the vocabulary, challenges, and most importantly the salient goals
of public health. | hope this education allows me to be a
population-oriented clinician, a steadfast public health advocate,
and a strong clinician-researcher.

Luke Brennan, Scholarly Concentration in Public Health, Indianapolis,
Class of 2026
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SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS OFFERED STATEWIDE

In this concentration, students are
introduced to major spiritual
traditions and how they interact

with spiritual concepts in health.

A diversity of religious traditions,
as well as non-religious spiritual

traditions are covered.

Course sessions will be led by a
spiritually diverse faculty, with
discussion of spiritual traditions
preferentially led by leaders within
those traditions.

Coursework

Survey of Spiritual Traditions and
Concepts in Health

Survey of Spiritual Care Practice
and the Research of Spirituality
in Health

Religion and Spirituality in
Medicine Journal Club

Fundamentals of Research
and Scholarship

Co-Directors

Alex Lion, DO, MPH
Associate Professor of
Clinical Pediatrics

Mona A. Raed, MD
Assistant Professor of
Clinical Pediatrics

Staff, Mentors & Instructors
(non-exhaustive list)

Anastasia Holman MDiv, MBA, BCC
Director of Chaplaincy Education,
|U Health

Robyn Axel-Adams MS, MDiv, BCC
Charles Warren Fairbanks Center
for Medical Ethics

Bruce Pfeffer, MAHL, BCC
Chaplain, Parkview Health

Recent Grants

“Development for the IU School
of Medicine/IU Health
Collaboration for Spirituality
Education”

Funded by a 2025 - 2026 |U Health
Values Grant

“Evaluation of the Team Based
Spirituality Program to Improve
Spiritual Care Competency and
Team Member Well-Being in a
Large Healthcare System”
Funded by 1. The Mission and Values
Board of Indiana University Health
under internal grant funding, and
2. The Indiana Clinical and
Translational Sciences Institute
under Grant ULITRO02529.

<

Student Participants

Class of 2028

Hannah Beaven, Indianapolis
Amina Dalal, Indianapolis

Jui Desai, Indianapolis
Claudia Kabele, Indianapolis
Joseph Lin, Bloomington
Mustafaa Munir, Indianapolis

Class of 2027 - All Indianapolis
Lauren Heniff

Clayton Hicks

Chaman Kumar

William Wright

It was great to see what my future patients’ beliefs, and needs
associated with such beliefs, may be. This will allow me to be a better
physician who can treat my patients more holistically, be able to ask
more focused questions about certain practices/supplements that a
certain patient population may be more likely to partake in, and to
better care for each patient individually. I've already been able to be a
better advocate for patients because of the things I've learned in this
scholarly concentration.

Prabhnoor Nagra, Scholarly Concentration in Religion and Spirituality in Medicine,
Indianapolis, Class of 2026
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Scholarly Concentrations
Program Team

Program Director
Deb Birnbaum, MBA

Program Coordinator
Michelle Marie Polanco, BA

Executive Associate Dean
of Educational Affairs
Bradley L. Allen, MD, PhD

Scholarly Concentrations
Program Ad-Hoc Committee

Peter Duong, PhD
Associate Dean and Director,
IUSM-Terre Haute (retired)

Anna Kiernicki-Sklar, MD
Associate Director,
IUSM-Northwest/Gary

Rachel Kowal, MD

Assistant Professor, Clinical
Pathology & Laboratory Medicine
and Clinical Dermatology

Rakesh Mehta, MD
Associate Professor of Clinical

Medicine, Vice Chair of Education,

Internal Medicine

Ray Munguia-Vazquez, MD, PhD
Director Pre-Clinical Education,
Clinical Assistant Professor of
Otolaryngology-Head & Neck
Surgery, [IUSM-West Lafayette

Noah Theobald
Second-year medical student

Scholarly Concentrations
Program Operations Team

Erich Bauer
Educational Technology Consultant

Deb Birnbaum, MBA
Scholarly Concentrations
Program Director

Scott Hemmerlein
Manager of Application Integration,
Web and Business Intelligence

Anthony Masseria, MSEd
Evaluation Program Manager

Dave O’Korn
Software Engineer

Michelle Marie Polanco, BA
Scholarly Concentrations
Program Coordinator

Amanda Ybarra, MA
Registrar

Scholarly Concentrations
Evaluation and Assessment Team

Deb Birnbaum, MBA
Deb Birnbaum, MBA

Anthony Masseria, MSEd
Evaluation Program Manager

Michelle Marie Polanco, BA
Scholarly Concentrations
Program Coordinator

Roles and Responsibilities

Executive Associate Dean
Vision and leadership; review and
approve topics; partnerships

Curriculum Council Steering
Committee

Curricular leadership; review and
approve proposals

Scholarly Concentrations Program
Ad-Hoc Committee

Review and recommend proposals
for approval to Steering Committee

Program Director
Ongoing leadership, direction and
management of statewide program

Program Coordinator
Manages various aspects of
program operations, data
management and reporting

Associate Dean and Director of
Regional Campus

Campus champion, responsible for
overall campus success

Scholarly Concentration
Co-Directors

Develop and manage concentration,

curriculum, scholarly projects.
Responsible for student success

Scholarly Concentration
Project Mentor

Guide students through scholarly
project, manuscript, poster

Course Director
Development of course syllabus,
course content, assessment

Liaison Librarian
Support students and educators
with library resources

Lead Advisor
Student academic advising; partner
with co-directors when needed
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Dean Jay L. Hess, MD, PhD, MHSA

SCHOLARLY CONCENTRATIONS PROGRAM
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
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